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Jr./Sr. High School Introduces a Learning 
Center for the 2019-2020 School Year

A Learning Center is typically a designated area within the school that provides 
students with exciting and interesting experiences to practice, enrich, reteach and 
enhance one’s learning.  

The new Learning Center at the Jr./Sr. High School will provide students with the 
supplemental instructional interventions necessary to engage, motivate and provide 
multi-tiered systems of support for students who may require additional assistance 
with their studies. Additionally, the Learning Center will also be made available to all 
students who may need, or require, a quiet space to collaborate with their peers on 
group projects or class presentations. Ultimately, as we pilot this first year program for 
our students, the goal of the Learning Center, wiil be to provide an inviting and warm 
atmosphere where students can excel and be supported in all areas of their learning.   

While the classroom teacher of the student’s subject area continues to be the 
primary source of assistance for the student, the Learning Center can be used as a 
great support system to supplement and enhance the teacher’s instruction. Students 
will be provided the opportunity to improve upon reading and writing skills, math 
and science concepts, study habits and test taking strategies, and prioritization and 
organizational skills.

Students can use the Learning Center during their study halls and/or through 
self-referral, parent request, teacher recommendation or building Principal 
recommendation. The length of time any student uses the Learning Center can vary 
depending upon the nature and mastery of the task or individual need of the student.   

In essence, the focus and use of the Learning Center will be utilized to motivate, 
support and engage student learning. 
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SUperintendent’S message

Incredibly, we are in our seventh week of the 
school year already as I write this article for 
our District Newsletter. Marking period one 
is rapidly coming to a close. It seems like 
yesterday that we were opening our school 
doors, welcoming our students to a brand-
new school year filled with new courses, 
new friendships and new opportunities. It is 
always amazing to me how the time seems 
to fly by throughout the school year.  

The summer weather has come to a close and the fall season has 
covertly crept in with the latest series of rain showers and winds 
knocking down the leaves from what was once the colorful “peak” 
season for fall enthusiasts. Welcome to the month of November. 

We have seen much change here at Oriskany Central School 
District recently; both within the district and at the state level. 
We fondly say goodbye to some of our beloved faculty and staff 
members who have retired or have moved on to other goals or 
career paths and we excitingly welcome our new faculty and staff. 
We look forward to their creative foresight and vision; maintaining 
and embellishing upon the strong foundation of high expectations, 
challenge, rigor and opportunity we provide for our students.     

As we progress throughout the school year, I would like to bring 
to your attention a few of our current highlights and initiatives that 
are currently going on within our district.

Most recently, and from a safety standpoint, we are, as a 
committee, reviewing and updating our ERPs and District Safety 
Plans. What are ERPs? They are the building-level Emergency 
Response Plans. The purpose of these plans is to provide up-to-
date and accurate information on how to respond to emergency 
incidents by clearly outlining the responsibilities and duties of 
the district, the school, its employees, parents, guardians and 
students. The District-Wide School Safety Plan is responsive to 
the needs of all schools in the district and is consistent with the 
more detailed Emergency Response Plans required at the school 
building level.  

Instructionally, from a District Lens, we continue to unpack the New 
York State Next Generation Standards entering into phase two of a 
three-phase process and culminating with full implementation of 
the Next Generation Standards beginning in the fall (September) 
of the 2020 school year. Please know that detailed information 
regarding the New York State Next Generation Standards can be 
found on the New York State Education Department website at:  
www.nysed.gov. 

As part of the unpacking of the Next Generation Standards review, 
and in addition to providing on-going professional development 
for our faculty and staff, we are in the process of conducting a 
curriculum audit with a beginning focus on the District’s literacy
program. Our thought process is that literacy is universally and 
heavily incorporated into all of our instructional programs, thus 
giving attention and focus to all curriculums. 

In essence, the Curriculum Audit is a rigorous, straightforward 
process that focuses on what it will take for a school or school 
system to deliver instruction and learning in the most effective and 
useful implementations. As part of the process, we will approach 
our audit from a “checklist perspective.” Our collaborative process 
will delve into the following areas: understanding our goals and 
visions, determining our focus, analyzing our current practices, 
prioritizing our needs, communicating our priority findings, defining 
our improvement actions, defining our metrics for success and, 
conclusively, implementing the findings from our audit and begin 
measuring our progress.  

As the school year continues to progress forward into the winter 
season, I would kindly encourage you to access our district website 
and social media accounts for further information on the many 
events and activities happening within the district. The district 
website can be accessed by going to: www.oriskanycsd.org or 
by downloading our District mobile app.

Our Social Media accounts are:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/OriskanyCSD
Twitter: www.twitter.com/OriskanyCSD

We have many resources, events and activities we would love 
to share with you. Please know, each of our building Principals 
provide an online monthly newsletter that provides a multitude 
of information, ranging from information provided by the Office 
of Counseling and Career Services to other, more individualized 
activities and events that are happening with our schools. These 
various social media outlets can be a quick and convenient way to 
access the latest information from each of the schools, the district, 
the region and the state.

Thank you so much for all you do in support of our students, our 
staff, our programming and all of the other critically important 
educational opportunities we have been able to provide our 
students. Together, we have created a strong foundation for our 
students to stand upon and be recognized. Thank you!!

I wish you all a happy, healthy and exciting fall and winter season 
spending time with family friends and loved ones.
 
Most sincerely and respectfully,

Timothy J. Gaffney
Superintendent of Schools
Oriskany Central School District
tgaffney@oriskanycsd.org
315.768.2058

Greetings Parents, Guardians and Community Members,
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Have a Smartphone?
Get the MySchoolBucks 
Mobile App for iPhone 
and Android.

School Lunch Information

If you haven’t done so yet, remember to complete the Free and 
Reduced School Lunch Application for the 2019-2020 school year. 
Your child’s application is good for one school year and for the first 
30 days of the new school year, therefore you must complete a new 
application every year. Assistance is available throughout the year. If 
your current financial status has changed, you may want to consider 
applying. Everyone knows how important it is for students to eat well, 
so we want to make sure all of our students get breakfast and lunch 
every day. Studies have shown that students who eat regular, healthy 
meals are less likely to be tired, are more attentive in class and retain 
more information.

Did you know our district uses MySchoolBucks to help manage 
student lunch accounts? It’s easy to sign up and to use. You can 
choose how you would like to use your account, get alerts, check 
balances and set up payments -- it’s your choice.

Create a free MySchoolBucks account and easily make payments 
online and on the go. 

•Check cafeteria balances and purchases
•Receive low balance alerts
•Set up automatic payments

Take MySchoolBucks Wherever You GO

Make payments on-the-go, check balances, 
view purchases, and more! Download the 
MySchoolBucks app for iOS or Android today.

NOVEMBER
11/19 
Early Dismissal – Elementary School Parent/ 
Teacher Conf., 11:30 a.m.

11/21
Early Dismissal – Elementary School Parent/ 
Teacher Conf., 11:30 a.m.

11/26 
Early Dismissal – “Go Home” Drill 

11/27-11/29 
Thanksgiving Recess

DECEMBER
12/5 
Elementary Holiday Concert, 7 p.m.

12/12 
Jr./Sr. High Winter Concert, 7 p.m.

12/17 
Jr./Sr. High Winter Concert SNOW DATE

12/23-12/31 
Winter Recess 

JANUARY
1/1 - 1/3 
Winter Recess

1/20 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day – No School

1/21-1/24 Regents Exams

UPCOMING EVENTS

Visitu Visitor Management System Coming Soon!
The safety of our students and staff is our highest priority. Beginning soon, all visitors to the Oriskany Central School District 
will be asked for a drivers license when entering school buildings during the day as part of the District’s new Visitu visitor 
management system. Visitu will provide a consistent system to track visitors and volunteers to keep our students and staff 
members safe throughout the day.

Benefits of the new Visitu system include:

• Streamlined visitor management – Visitors simply sign in on the iPad, and Visitu will take care of the rest – from badge 
printing and running offender checks to alerting employees when their visitors arrive. 

• Improved sign-in process – Visitu collects visitor’s name, email address, 
photo and the purpose of their visit. State-issued driver’s licenses can  
also be scanned for quick and accurate visitor data entry. 

• Shorter wait times – Visitu offers all of the necessary features to ensure 
a fast and user-friendly main office sign in process for visitors. 

• Enhanced main office productivity – Visitu helps increase main office 
efficiency. It makes sign-in swift, whether there are a few or hundreds 
of visitors per day.
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Oriskany Elementary School Learns to “Be Safe” During Fire Prevention Week
During the week of Sept. 27 through Oct. 4, Oriskany Elementary School participated in Fire Prevention Week. 

A variety of activities took place during the “Be Safe” week in October. Some of the activities included a visit to the fire department by 
the kindergarten class, a puppet show for the second grade and fire safety stations for the first grade. 

Thank you to the Oriskany Fire Department for all of their assistance!

Elementary School Students Encouraged to Trade Books 

Each month, the students at N.A. Walbran Elementary School participate in a book drive.

Students are encouraged to bring in their gently used books and trade them in for a book of their choice!

There will be a PTA book drive from Nov. 4 through 8, please consider donating your gently used books.
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Dear Students, Parents/Guardians and Community Members,

Dear Students, Parents/Guardians and Community Members,

Principals’ Messages

We have had an unBEElievable start to the school year!    

In September, we had a “Welcome Back” assembly on 
the first day of school! The students were excited to “BEE” 
introduced to all of our faculty and staff, to practice a mindful 
minute (each Monday we have a “mindful minute” to start our 
week) and to listen to me read a picture book about the first 
day of school. 

In October, we had a visit by local author Tennille-Lynne 
Millo. All of our students received a signed copy of her book, 
"Grace the Owl". Grace is an owl that lives at the Utica Zoo. 
Therefore, in conjunction with Ms. Millo’s visit, our students 
also had a visit with some of the animals from the Utica 
ZooMobile. The PTA also graciously bought all students, 
faculty and staff t-shirts for the special day with the words 
“Be All You Can BEE at NA Walbran.” We continue to work not 
only on our language arts skills and strategies in class, but 
also fostering a love of reading. Please keep reading at home 
with your child! 

A variety of Fire Prevention activities took place for Fire 
Prevention Week during our “Be Safe” week in October. 
Some of the activities included a visit to the Fire Department 
by our kindergarten class, a puppet show for the second 
grade and fire safety stations for the first grade. Thank you to 
the Oriskany Fire Department for all their assistance!

To keep informed on upcoming events, 
we encourage you to check out our 
school website as well as my Facebook 
page (Oriskany Elementary Principal).  

We look forward to seeing everyone 
during parent-teacher conferences on 
November 15, 19, and 21.

Our October Positivity Project focus 
work was Gratitude. This school year, we have started 
“Thankful Thursdays” and whenever students see me on 
Thursdays, they have to tell me what they are thankful for. 

“Appreciation can change a day, even change a life. Your 
willingness to put it into words is all that is necessary.” 
-Margaret Cousins

Thank you for all you do to support your child’s education. 

Karen Cianfrocco Hinderling
Elementary School Principal

The 2019-20 school year is off to a fast start with many things 
happening in all aspects of school life!

Students started back in September with a “Back to School 
Night” and an orientation for both our incoming 7th graders as 
well as our 9th graders beginning high school. Mr. VanWormer 
got the school year off to a great start holding class meetings 
and going over school opening procedures for everyone. I 
started as your new building principal at the end of September 
and have spent my first month trying to get to know an excellent 
group of staff members as well as meeting members of the 
student body. I am very grateful to work with such a dedicated 
group of professionals and an outstanding student body in a 
variety of areas.  

The fall athletic season was off and running in September 
with the football program as well as the boy’s soccer program 
combining with Westmoreland. We have full teams in girl’s 
soccer, cross-country as well as cheerleading and have 
experienced success in all of our sports! We are looking forward 
to wrapping up fall sports and offering a variety of athletics in 
the winter. Information on our offerings can be found on our 
website. 

The month of October has been full of educational field trips 
with exposure for some of our college bound students, to a 
variety of both two-and four-year institutions. I have had the 
opportunity to attend trips to the Oriskany DPW as well as MVCC 

and see some of the great things our 
students are being exposed to and the 
opportunities that await them beyond 
high school. Our 11th grade students took 
the PSAT in October, which will aid them 
as they begin to prepare for college and 
life after high school. Our new Learning 
Center has been growing with more and 
more students taking advantage of the 
opportunity to have a more structured work space during study 
hall and our teachers are able to help fill the room by making 
referrals of students in need of this service.

As November approaches, we are gearing up for what we know 
will be a busy season. We are preparing a “Sharing Tree” that 
will give our students and staff an opportunity to give back to 
our school community and provide us with the chance to utilize 
some of our Positivity Project characteristics. We plan to fill the 
tree with a variety of essentials for both school and home to help 
spread the ideas of sharing and caring throughout the building.

As always, we welcome parents, guardians and community 
members to join us in making Oriskany CSD a great place to be.

Jamie Grimshaw
Jr./Sr. High School Principal 
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Elementary Students Welcomed Back 
and Excited for the Year!

On Sept. 5, students at N.A. Walbran Elementary School were welcomed 
back during their first day of school with an assembly hosted by Principal 
Hinderling.

The students were excited to be introduced to all faculty and staff, to 
practice a “mindful minute” and to be read a picture book about the first 
day of school by Ms. Hinderling.

The Welcome Back Assembly was surely a great start to what has been an 
even greater year! 

District News

New Staff Spotlight

Brandi Bostic – School Counselor
Ms. Bostic is excited to begin the next chapter of her educational career at Oriskany Central School as a 
School Counselor for students in grades six through nine.

She was born and raised in Whitesboro, N.Y. and currently resides in Utica. Ms. Bostic received a Bachelor of 
Arts in communications from SUNY Cortland and a master’s degree in guidance and counseling from Sage 
Graduate School. When she is not at work, she enjoys spending time with her family and friends and also 
works at Mohawk Valley Wellness as a fitness and nutrition coach. Ms. Bostic is a huge New York Yankees 
fan and even has a dog named Jeter.

She is beginning her 13th year as a school counselor and enjoys helping students achieve their personal and 
academic goals. Ms. Bostic looks forward to becoming a valuable and active staff member of the Oriskany 
Central School District.  

Dave Clausen – Director of Athletics 
Mr. Clausen brings a wealth of sports knowledge to the Oriskany Athletic Department as the new Director 
of Athletics. Mr. Clausen is currently the head women’s ice hockey coach and the head men’s and women’s 
golf coach at Utica College, where he has worked since 2000. He is the first and only head coach in the 
history of the Utica College women's ice hockey program. While building a nationally recognized program 
at Utica College, he has compiled an overall record of 268-178-31. Clausen has guided his squad to a playoff 
berth in 17-of-18 seasons at the helm, and was named ECAC West Coach of the Year for the 2007-08 season.  

In addition to his professional duties at Utica College and with the Oriskany School District, Mr. Clausen is 
actively involved in youth sports in the local community. He is the Vice President of the Mohawk Valley Youth 
Hockey Organization where he plays an active role overseeing the Utica Jr. Comets.

Mr. Clausen earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in English from nearby Hamilton College in 1998, where he 
played football and got his start in coaching as an assistant with their women’s ice hockey team.

He currently resides in Whitesboro with his wife, Amy and three children, Noah, Casey and Lucas.
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District News

New Staff Spotlight Cont.

Rebecca Hughes - Teaching Assistant
Ms. Hughes is excited to be joining the OCSD family as a teaching assistant for second grade.

Ms. Hughes grew up in New Hartford with her older sister and went on to receive her degree in Inclusive 
Early Childhood Education from Cazenovia College. 

When not at school, she enjoys spending time with both family and friends. 

Jacquelyn Mitchell - English and Special Education teacher
Ms. Mitchell has joined the Oriskany School District as an English and Special Education teacher. 

She grew up in Madison, N.Y. with her parents, brother and sister. Ms. Mitchell graduated from Utica College 
last December after student teaching at the Oriskany School District in the fall.

She currently lives in Madison with her dog Winston. Ms. Mitchell enjoys reading, kayaking, traveling and 
spending time with Winston. 

Jamie Grimshaw – Jr./Sr. High School Principal 
Mr. Grimshaw is eager to begin the next phase of his career as Oriskany Jr./Sr. High School Principal. After 
receiving his Bachelor of Arts in physical education at SUNY Brockport, Mr. Grimshaw started his career in 
education as a physical education teacher in Syracuse, N.Y. He then went on to obtain his master’s degree 
from SUNY Cortland, and eventually he and his family moved to Charlotte, N.C. where he taught health and 
PE, and was very successful as a girls’ varsity basketball coach.

He and his family moved back to the Syracuse area in 2009, where he briefly left education to become a 
security supervisor at a nuclear power plant. In 2015, Mr. Grimshaw entered the Educational Administration 
program at LeMoyne College, which led to his appointment as a summer school principal of a four-district 
program in the summer of 2016. In the fall of 2016, Mr. Grimshaw was named Dean of Students at Red 
Creek High School and was named Assistant Principal the following year. Mr. Grimshaw currently resides 
in Liverpool, N.Y. with his wife and three kids. He enjoys spending time with family and friends, attending 
sporting events and live music shows as well as variety of outdoor activities.

Chris Pecheone - Special Education teacher
Mr. Pecheone is thrilled to be a new Special Education Teacher with Oriskany CSD this school year. He 
comes to Oriskany CSD with more than four years of teaching experience in multiple grade levels. 

Most recently, Mr. Pecheone has worked for Upstate Cerebral Palsy and the Clinton Central School District. 
Outside of school, he enjoys soccer, hiking, movies, coffee and cooking.  

Ron Rudwall - Teaching Assistant
Mr. Rudwall is thrilled to be officially joining the staff of Oriskany Central School District as a teaching assistant. 
Currently, Mr. Rudwall is involved with English RTI as well as the alternative high school at Oriskany Central 
School District.

He lives with his wife, Jennifer, and their three children Austin, Conner and Morgan. Mr. Rudwall is currently 
enrolled in college for the spring semester with the intention of finishing his education. Mr. Rudwall is looking 
forward to working with students and faculty at Oriskany Central School District!
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Oriskany CSD Alternative High School Offers Opportunity for Career 
Exploration at Oneida County Jail

The Oriskany Alternative High School (AHS) serves approximately 50 students per year, all who currently reside at the 
Oneida County Jail and are 16-21 years old. These students present a wide variety of backgrounds and needs. Before 
beginning the program, students sign a contract stating that they are committed to the required amount of school as well as  
professionalism in the classroom. 

Student’s enrollment in the program is an average of 25 days. Their transitions vary from  a transfer to court ordered placement, 
released back to the community or graduate with a High School Equivalency Diploma (HSED). The AHS offers students a 
curriculum to prepare them for transition back to their local high school, preparation for the Test Assessing Secondary 
Completion (TASC), college enrollment, career planning and/or job readiness.

In previous years, students have focused on educational units such as a career and life skills curriculum, including study 
of professionalism, ambition, perseverance, adaptability, resilience, passion, confidence, responsibility, integrity, initiative, 
mindset, grit and character as well as a more recent focus on fostering community-driven relationships to help in providing 
wrap-around services for the students when they are released back to the community.

During the 2019-20 school year, and under the direction and guidance of lead teacher Denise Mazza, the current group of 
students have undertaken a curriculum of career exploration. The core of the career exploration curriculum is that with the 
combination of productivity, persistence, politeness and patience, you can achieve professionalism, the gateway to success 
in the workforce. Through this program, students have combined lessons in integrated academics with an array of hands-
on activities such as exploring CUNY career kits for getting to know themselves and choosing a career of interest, utilizing 
Education Planner for self study and aligning habits with job descriptions and community resource presentations where 
students had the opportunity to create their own individual transition plans. 

To supplement their studies, students took part in many hands-on and real-world projects such as creating help wanted ads, 
writing their own resumes and practicing mock interviews.

It is with the guidance of programs such as the AHS at Oriskany Central School District, and specifically the career 
exploration curriculum, that we hope will help our youth and young adults, who have sometimes found themselves on an 
undesirable path, to become inspired, motiviated, willing and well prepared for a second chance at success.
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Winter Weather information
Reminder 
Elementary students will typically have recess daily before or after lunch. They will go outside every day except when it is very 
wet or the temperature, with the wind-chill factor, is below 20 degrees. Children should dress appropriately for the weather 
conditions. This includes boots, pants, jacket, hat and gloves/mittens for cold conditions.

Community Notice
Please keep in mind that winter is right around the corner and the snow plows will be out early in the mornings to make sure 
roads and parking lots are cleared for our students and staff to get to school safely. We need to be sure buses are able to get 
out of the garages safely and in a timely manner for their individual runs to pick up students. We apologize for any disruption 
and will try to keep the noise to a minimum.

Thank you for your continued understanding and support.

Emergency Snow Closings and Delays
Occasionally, inclement weather conditions require that the opening of school be delayed, canceled or that students be sent 
home early. If, in the judgment of the Superintendent, it is in the best interest of the health and safety of the children to cancel 
school, this will be done. It is of EXTREME importance that you instruct your children about what they are to do if school is 
canceled, delayed or dismissed BEFORE an actual school closure. Your help and cooperation in this matter are something 
that we cannot possibly over-emphasize. Only custodial parents or legal guardians can authorize changes in transportation 
arrangements, so please maintain current information for your child’s safety and well-being.

Notice of school being canceled or delayed will be broadcast on the district website (www.oriskanycsd.org), district social 
media pages, mobile app, the School Messenger Emergency Notification System and the following website, radio and 
television stations:

WIBX-AM-950, SPECTRUM NEWS, CHANNEL 9 WSYR, WLZW-FM-98.7, WODZ-FM-96.1, WKTV, WUTR, WFRG-FM-104.3, 
ACTION 3 NEWS, WFXV

School will be in session if you do not hear otherwise.

Follow these guidelines for child safety and school bus efficiency 
in the winter:

• Allow extra time in the morning to get to the bus on time. Your 
child should be ready to go with a jacket, hat, boots and gloves 
on, and backpack ready at least five minutes before the bus is 
scheduled to arrive.

• There are fewer daylight hours in the winter, so make sure to 
have your child wear bright or reflective clothing so the bus 
driver and other motorists can see them more easily in the 
early morning and late afternoon.

• Stand away from where the bus stops. Buses need extra room 
to stop when there is snow and ice. When the school bus 
arrives, wait until the bus comes to a complete stop, the door 
opens, and the driver says it is okay before approaching the 
bus door. Use the handrails to avoid falling.

• Do not run or play in the snow while waiting for the bus. Don’t 
push or shove around the bus. Someone could fall down 
on the ice and get hurt. Don’t throw snowballs at the bus or 
anyone else.

• Don’t slide on the snow or ice patches in driveways or on the 
street. You could slide under the wheel of the bus or onto the 
street and get hurt.

• Never walk behind a school bus. If a child must cross the street 
in front of the bus, tell him/her to walk on a sidewalk or along 
the side of the street to a place at least five giant steps (10 feet) 
in front of the bus before crossing. Your child should also make 
eye contact with the bus driver before crossing to make sure 
the driver can see him/her. If your child drops something near 
the school bus, like a toy or book, the safest thing is for your 
child to tell the bus driver right away. Your child should not try 
to pick up the item, because the driver might not be able to 
see him/her.

Transportation News: Winter School Bus Safety

In the Oriskany Central School District we take pride in our students, staff, schools and school buses. We 
continually work to ensure our buses are safe and clean. All school buses are designed to be safer than 
passenger vehicles and are the most regulated vehicles on the road. 
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Oriskany Elementary School Gets Visit From Local Author and The Utica Zoo

On Oct. 18, local author Tennille-Lynne Millo of the book “Grace the Owl,” based on an 
owl named Grace who lives at the Utica Zoo, visited N.A. Walbran Elementary School. 
Students received signed copies of her book following the presentation.

In conjunction with Millo’s visit, the Utica Zoomobile brought several animals 
for the students to see and learn about. Animals included a turtle, snake, 
opossum and bird. Students were taught about the animals sleeping habits, 
personalities and diets, and were also given the opportunity to touch the 
snake’s skin and feel its texture after the presentation concluded.

Students enjoyed reading about Grace the owl, and getting to see and learn 
about even more animals in real life truly brought their exploration full circle.

Our classrooms have partnered up this year and the students practiced buddy reading of 
the story "Grace The Owl." 

We also made welcome posters for Ms. Millo. Grace the stuffed hand puppet 
owl visited each classroom and recorded her day. We have turned these photos 
in a school-wide book. A contest was held to design the book cover. Jayden 
Stapleton won this contest and our runner-up artist Cameron Post’s drawing is 
on the title page.

We were able to donate over $1,000 to the Utica Zoo. The two classes that raised 
the most money, Ms. Island’s fifth grade and Mrs. Gray’s first grade had a special 
meet and greet with the Utica Zoomobile. 

Thank you to all of our families for your generosity!

We would also like to thank the PTA who donated 
“Be All You Can BEE at N.A. Walbran” shirts for 
every member of the faculty, staff, and students! 
Thank you to the Elementary Community 
Involvement Focus 
Team for organizing 
our event.

The team is comprised 
of the following faculty:
Mrs. Irwin,
Mrs.Defabio,
Mrs. Tomaino,
Mrs. Nugent,
Mrs. Marcinkowski,
Mrs. Kraeger and
Mrs. Commisso.
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OCSD PTA Holds Elementary School Halloween Event 

On Oct. 24, students and their families gathered at N.A Walbran Elementary School for a spooky night of 
parading and trick-or-treating. 

Students showed off their spooky, adorable and fun costumes while taking laps around the bus circle 
before heading inside to go collect treats from all of their favorite teachers. 

A special thank you to all who donated candy or their time in a successful effort to make this night fun for all! 

Blue Light Lockdown System

This equipment is part of the District’s initiative to continuously enhance the safety 
and security of all students and staff. The Blue Light Lockdown System alerts 
everyone outside the building that a lockdown is in progress. Should a lockdown be 
initiated in that school, these lights will flash on all sides of the building, serving as a 
signal that the facility is in lockdown and entry is prohibited. The district advises the 
community and visitors to the schools that if they see the Blue Lights activated, they should return to their 
vehicle at once and leave the scene, as a critical incident may be unfolding. Although the majority of the 
details of the system are kept confidential, the district assures residents that once the system is activated, 
members of law enforcement will be notified immediately to respond. Additionally, as per the district’s 
emergency management plan, parents will be notified immediately upon activation of an actual lockdown 
and provided with instructions. Residents with any questions regarding this matter can contact the district’s 
security coordinator at 315-768-2058.

Text Messaging Service
To opt-in, just text “Y” or “Yes” to 67587!
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Students in the Oriskany Central School District benefit every day from the leadership and 
vision of our school board. October 21-25 was School Board Appreciation Week in New 
York State, so please join us in thanking these dedicated school leaders for the countless 
hours they devote to representing the best interests of our students through leadership and 
support.

Oriskany Board of Education members include President Adam Kernan, Vice President 
Michelle Anderson, James Chase, Carl Graziadei, Therese Hanna, Brian Judycki and 
Amy Mayo. Oriskany thanks its Board of Education members for their contributions and 
commitment to quality education for our students.

School Board
Appreciation Week

2019-2020 Board of Education


